
2027 Medicare Part D Shopper's Guide
For those without a Medicare account

Visit our website for the latest revisions of this document
including versions for those with and those without a Medicare
account.

www.deesigned.com

This information is provided as a public service. Dee-Signed Programs, LLC specializes in
Medicare Supplements - the only Medicare-related product we sell. Rather than market a
handful of Part D prescription plans, we prefer to provide information only, so that our clients
and those they know can make the best decisions for themselves. There is no pat answer for
Part D plans, as your best option is based on a combination of the drugs you take and the
pharmacies you use. Use this sheet to work through the government's own website at
www.medicare.gov, paying attention to our tip boxes. This document is a teaching sample only
and does not endorse any drug, pharmacy or Part D plan.

Open medicare.gov in your browser, then open this document in another window or print it out,
and refer to it as you work through the government's website.

Call upon us for Medicare enrollment help, or re-evaluation of your current Medicare cover-
ages.

Dee-Signed Programs, LLC
847-234-1756
www.deesigned.com

This guide is not a product of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), or any other government body. All screen
shots are taken from medicare.gov. Dee-Signed Programs, LLC is not affiliated with Medicare or any federal agency.

Look for our yellow
boxes like this
throughout this guide.

Look for our yellow
boxes like this
throughout this guide.

Continue to the next
page to begin.
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deej
Text Box
Overview of the Process
* Enter prescription(s)
* Select local pharmacy chains to compare
* View results - best plan listed at or near top
   - Pay attention to "Total Drug & Premium Cost"
* Open selected plan details
   - Find out which pharmacy chain has best price
   - Click the Enroll link to apply.
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Callout
Begin by visiting the website 

medicare.gov

Note that the homepage image changes frequently.
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Text Box



Photo
Changes
Periodically
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Callout
Click "Find health & drug plans" to continue.
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Callout
We're working anonymously without
a logon. Enter your zip code, and if asked, select your county. Then click "Continue" to begin.
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Select "Medicare drug plan (Part D)" and click "Find Plans"


deej
Callout
Next you'll be presented with the following screen,
to begin the process of determining the best Part D
plan for you.
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Most choose the last option
then click "Continue".
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Callout
If you have any prescriptions, make
sure that you select "Yes" here, then
click "Continue"

deej
Callout
Next, we'll begin adding any drugs
you're taking.

deej
Callout
Trick: if you have no prescriptions, but would like to see which pharmacies are preferred for each plan, add an inexpensive tier 1 drug, like simvastatin 20mg.

Remember, this system is just a  cost estimator, you're not requesting/confirming actual prescriptions.
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This drop down shows standard dosages. If yours does not appear, you can add it, however, if the dosage is not listed, re-check the drug name, you may have entered the incorrect variant.

Tablets (TAB) are likely cheaper than Capsules (CAP) at the same dosage. You may have to scroll down to find tablets.

deej
Callout
Defaults to the most common dosage and monthly quantity. Set Frequency to "Every month" - it will make it easier to see the cash flow in the final report.

deej
Callout
When everything looks good, click "Add to my drug list" to add and
return. Otherwise, use the little 'Back' link at the top to return without adding.
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Callout
Once the first 3,4 or 5 letters of a drug name
are entered, a list of drug matches will
appear.

You can enter either a Brand or Generic with
an option to change. Once selected the only
way to change is to delete the drug from
your drug list and re-enter the correct type.

Your Generic isn't listed? Enter the Brand
and then choose the Generic option.

Some drug names have extra descriptors,
choose the one that most closely matches
your Rx.

Click "Add" to specify dosage and
quantities.
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Next we'll return to the drug list in order edit an item or add another.
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Next you'll be asked to choose local pharmacy chains for comparison.

deej
Callout
Continue to the next step, choosing pharmacies.
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Callout
Forgot (or deleted) a Rx? Click here to add.
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Callout
Edit or Remove a drug from your list.

deej
Callout
If you've entered any drugs, you'll be shown the following list to review your entries. Once satisfied, click "Continue" at the bottom.
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Pharmacies near the ZIP code
entered are listed.

Note: you are not choosing a
pharmacy chain, you are simply
comparing prices.

You can select 5 pharmacies (or four
plus mail order) for cost comparison.
Select different pharmacy chains, not
locations.

Chains independently set their prices
within the same plan.

Same plan - same drug - different
chain - different price!

Later you'll be given a chance to view
the details of Part D policies. Always
look at the details of a plan to see
which of the pharmacy chains you
selected has the best prices.

Depending on drugs, mail order can
save you money, consider adding it
for comparison.

If you have major drug costs consider
re-running this tool with different
pharmacies to see more options.
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Callout
After reviewing the list of selected pharamacies at the bottom-left, click here to continue.
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At this point you'll be taken to the results page.

If you logged in and are currently enrolled in a Part D plan, it will be listed first.

Below it all available Part D plans are listed.

If you entered prescriptions, make certain that "Sort plans by" is always set to "Lowest drug + pre-
mium cost" and pay attention to each plan's "Total Drug and Premium Cost" information.

You'll find a sample start of this list on the next page.

This guide is not a product of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), or any other government body. All screen
shots are taken from medicare.gov. Dee-Signed Programs, LLC is not affiliated with Medicare or any federal agency.
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Reading the Results
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Drug Plan List
On the next page we'll
examine a single plan listing.
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If you've logged in, your current plan will be listed first. If you do nothing, this plan will begin January 1st.

Enrolling in a new policy automatically cancels the old one on January 1st.
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Callout
Logged in or not, a list of the available plans in your area
is shown next.

This area happens to have 10 available.

If you entered prescriptions, make sure that the "Sort plans by" option is set to "Lowest drug + premium cost". Otherwise, set it to "Lowest monthly premium."
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Callout
Next we'll closely examine an individual plan in this list.
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Drug Plan List Item
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Note on Part D Premiums

Best if the premiums are automatically
deducted from one's Social Security payment.

If you're paying yourself and accidentally forget a payment, the plan is NOT reinstatable.

If you're paying yourself, consider paying the entire year's premium when you enroll so that you never miss a payment.
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Callout
Total annual out of pocket for your drug list at the least expensive of your selected retail pharmacies and mail order (if selected).
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IMPORTANT

IF YOU ENTERED DRUGS

Focus on annual "Estimated total drug + premium cost", which
includes all copay,  deductible, coinsurance and premium charges.
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Callout
Depending on drugs, mail order may be more expensive than 90-day refills from retail drug
stores.

However, mail order may
be required for expensive
drugs.
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The yearly drug and premium cost takes into account the plan's deductible.

Many never reach the deductible and only pay discounted costs for their drugs. (Some drugs may be discounted all the way down to zero dollars.)

Co-pays apply once this annual deductible has been satisfied.
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IMPORTANT

Click "Plan Details" to see which pharmacy option has this lowest total for your selected drugs (if any) before enrolling.
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Callout
Next we'll closely examine an individual plan in this list.



Plan Details
(top part)
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Make sure you scroll down and understand which pharmacy provides the best prices before enrolling.

To enroll online, click the green "Enroll" button. If the plan you're looking at is the one you're slated to be enrolled in automatically for next year "Your next plan" appears instead of the Enroll button.

To enroll by phone, call the Non-members number listed beneath the plan name/type/id
information to the right of this yellow box.
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Callout
Scroll down to compare pharmacies.



Plan Details
(middle part)
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Drug prices can vary
between pharmacies
even though it's the
same Part D plan.
 
Look to the next area
of the table for
estimated total drug +
premium costs.
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Monthly drug costs.

If you entered your
prescriptions by monthly amounts, it's easy to see cash flow here.

Those with expensive
drugs will see their
monthly costs vary as
they hit the deductible,
pay co-pays, and reach the catastrophic limit.
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"Total drug + premium
cost" is the number to
pay attention to.

It is the complete
estimated annual cost
of the selected drugs
at the pharmacy listed
in the column.




Plan Details
(bottom part)
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Clicking the plus symbol to the left of any pharmacy will open up a table breaking down drug costs throughout the phases of coverage.

The "Total drug and
premium cost" we keep drawing your attention to takes all of this into account.
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Text Box
If you are satisfied with this plan, return to the top of the web page and click the green "Enroll" button to enroll. If you enroll online, you'll be redirected
to the particular carrier's website to complete. Alternatively, you can call the non-members phone number listed there.

When you enroll in a new plan, your previous plan is
automatically canceled for you.

Good luck in your search, we hope you've found these tips beneficial!





